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HAPPY HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Rush in for our

14th Birthday

Sale
9am Friday 4th
September, 2015 &
5pm Monday 7th
September, 2015
Begins

finishes

To celebrate we are taking

20% Off All Plants*
&

10% Off All Pots
4 Days Only
*Discount excludes some advanced trees and online purchases

RORAIMA PLANT PROFILE
Puya venusta
Being native to Chile and part of the Bromeliaceae
family is the architectural plant that produces
spectacular brightly colored flowers and flower
stems. Known as Chagualillo in Chile, pictured to
the left and below, you can see the intensity in the
color of the stem, flower and even the silver foliage.
Foliage is very similar to that of a pineapple but
smaller. Puya venusta will form clumps over time
which can be divided up or given to friends who
can also then appreciate this amazing plant. Great
focal plant for any garden or pot.
Being one of the easier Puyas to grow, it prefers
free draining soil and full sun/part shade. For the
local Victorian area it is drought tolerant once
established when planted in the ground. If the plant
has been sufficiently cared for through a Summer,
it is safe to say you will very rarely need to water
this Puya. It is late Spring/early Summer when the
vibrant flower stem will put on a show for a couple
of months in your garden. You will have all your
friends and neighbors jealous.
Currently available in 10cm pots as pictured to the right for only $14.95. Stock
is minimal, so if you would like one of these, please call
or email us to put one aside for you.

SPRING SENSATIONS
Arum palaestinum
Commonly known as Solomon’s Lily and Palestine Arum is the
stunning dark flower that makes an appearance locally in late
August/September. Native to Israel/Lebanon/Syria, the Arum
palaestinum will grow to 25cm height. The blooms only last 24 hours
and give off a strong scent similar to rotten fruit. This attracts flies
who distribute the pollen. As pictured to the left is a bloom that has
just opened compared to the image on the right where it is older hence
lighter in color. A lovely flower so long as it is not near a window or
door to allow the unbearable scent into the house! Available in 14cm
pots as pictured to the right for only $9.95.

Corokia cotoneaster
Native to New Zealand and commonly known as wire-netting
bush is the contorted Corokia cotoneaster. A dense hardy shrub
that small mid yellow star shaped flowers emerge from in Spring
brightening up the dark zig-zag branches. Prefers full sun/part
shade, well drained soil but has been known to successfully
grow in clay soils. One of our staff members has experienced
this. Roraima has a 10 year old Corokia
cotoneaster in a pot standing approximately 2m
tall as pictured to the left along with a close up
of the foliage and flowers. Available in 14cm
pots as pictured to the right for $9.95. Have also
got a couple of 20cm pots for $30 each.

Crassula ‘Christina’
Preferring full sun/partial shade and free draining soil is this very
low growing Crassula that displays masses of miniature white
flowers during late Winter early Spring. Minimal stock available
as pictured to the right in 10cm pots for only $7.95 so contact us if
you would like one.

Iochroma ‘Wooly White’
Native to South America are Iochromas that are known for being long flowering
evergreen shrubs. We are familiar with them bearing blue and purple flowers. Pictured
to the left is a mature Iochroma (of another colored flower), to give you an idea of what
a mature plant can look like. Now there is ‘Wooly White’ that
displays tubular white flowers that sometimes have a blush of
pink at their base. As we are in the cooler area, care must be taken
when planting them to avoid strong frosts. If
they are hit by frost it is best to wait until the
end of the frost period before cutting the plant
back to allow regrowth. Regular pruning
suggested after the flowering period to
encourage bushy growth. Prefers sheltered full sun/part shade and a free
draining rich soil. Can grow 2-3m in the right conditions. Available in
20cm pots as pictured to the right for only $14.95.

Crassula multicava
‘Purple Dragon’
A low growing Crassula cultivar with some
variable colors, depending on the conditions it is
grown in and the amount of sun it receives. In the
cool season more green shades appear and by
Summer the warmer colors have taken over. As
you can see in the image of potted
plants to the right, there are 3 plants that are all slightly different in foliage
color due to weather and water conditions they have experienced. An
abundance of small white star flowers appear on a spike from the centre of
the plant. Prefers full sun/part shade and free draining soil. Great for
hanging baskets also. Available in 10cm pots as pictured to the right for
only $7.95 or 14cm hanging baskets for $11.95.

Dyckia velascana
Native to Argentina and commonly known as silver starfish is a
very spikey but beautiful plant. Not only is the long silvery/green
foliage striking against green plants but the stems of bright yellow
flowers which appear late Autumn/early Winter are definitely an
eye catcher. A clumping plant that will only reach a height of
approximately 40cm in Full Sun and free draining
soil. Many thanks to Geoff Stein (palmbob) for
allowing us to use his image of a mature plant.
Only a few available so let us know if you would
like to purchase one. Available in 10cm pots as
pictured to the right for $19.95.

Puya mirabilis
Being a member of the Bromeliad family, the Puya
mirabillus is native to Bolivia. Can handle both the hot
and cold conditions making it a versatile plant. Long
flower stems with lemon flowers appear in the warmer months of
the year lasting for several weeks. A drought tolerant plant once
established. Prefers full sun/part shade and a free draining soil.
Available in 14cm pots for $9.95 as pictured to the right. Many
thanks again to Geoff Stein (palmbob) for allowing us to use his
image of the mature plant.

Sonchus arboreus
Not the common pesty Sonchus weed that
we all have encountered at some stage, but
quite a decorative plant in the garden is the
Sonchus arboreus with its serrated leaves.
This giant tree daisy is native to The Canary
Islands, growing approximately 3.5m tall x
3m
wide
locally
and
flowers
over
Spring/Summer.
As pictured to the left is
Roraima’s which is seven years old and currently
standing at 2m high. Being part of the Asteraceae family brightly colored daisy like yellow
flowers are on show for a couple of months. Prefers full sun/part shade and a free draining soil.
Drought tolerant once established. Available in 20cm pots for $24.95 as pictured to the right.

Sonchus canariensis
Native also to the Canary Islands and
commonly known as Tree Dandelion is another
species of Sonchus. Growing to 2m tall and 1m
wide, it is generally a single stemmed plant but
if pruned at the top it will become multistemmed. Producing large heads of bright yellow
long lasting daisy like flowers in Spring and
Summer, it is drought tolerant once established.
The leaves of this plant are supposedly edible raw
or cooked. Preferring full sun/part shade and a
free draining soil, it is available in 14cm pots for
$9.95 and 20cm pots for $24.95 as pictured to the
right.

Choisya ternata
Named after Swiss botanist JD Choisy and commonly known as
Mexican Orange/Mock Orange is this evergreen compact shrub with
dark green glossy leaves that produces an abundance of sweet smelling
white blooms in Spring. Native to southern North
America, the Choisya ternata prefers full sun/part
shade and a well-drained soil. Requires
minimal water once established. As
pictured to the left is a plant that is
approximately 5 years old and currently
standing 80cm height. They can reach 1
- 1.5m height locally. Available in 14cm
pots as pictured to the right for $10.95.

Gladiolus carneus
This is only one of the Gladiolus genus which has over 160 species that is forever
increasing. Native to South Africa is the Gladiolus carneus commonly known as Painted
Lady. Not only does the Painted Lady display a striking flower in mid Spring, but it is a
long lasting flower. Prefers full sun/part shade and a
rich free draining soil. Will reach approximately 4050cm height and multiplies with ease. In
comparison to other bulbs, the Gladiolus
carneus does not mind receiving some
water over Summer, which means it can
be planted amongst the garden’s watering
system. Perfect as a cut flower to brighten the house. Available
in 14cm pots as pictured to the right for only $9.95 each.

Lychnis coronaria
For those of you wanting a silver foliage plant in your garden,
here is the answer. Native to Asia and Europe is this soft
foliage perennial that forms a mound and produces bright
magenta flowers in Summer. Can reach 80cm height by 45cm
width. Commonly known as Rose Campion, Mullein-Pink,
Bloody William and Dusty Miller, it prefers full sun/part
shade and a rich soil. As the plant ages it can be cut back to
encourage new foliage. Available in 14cm pots for $7.95

Words/terms for this season

Cultivar
Cultivar is a plant that is selected to be propagated and then sold under a registered name. This process is what
businesses do but also the average person is able to do provided they understand the time and cost that goes
with it. Eg. Agave ‘Blue Glow’ is a cross between Agave attenuata and Agave ocahui. In this newsletter are
2 cultivars - Crassula ‘Purple Dragon’ and Crassula ‘Christina’ The Genus of the plant has a capital letter Crassula and then the cultivar is in single quotation marks ‘Christina’ making up the botanical name as
Crassula ‘Christina’.
Generally bred by cross pollination or just a freak of nature (that is able to continue to stay in that form) is how
we obtain cultivars.

Contortered
Stems or leaves that are twisted or spiraled. The Corokia cotoneaster in this season’s plants has contortortered
stems.
Don’t forget to have a look at us on Facebook. Keep your eyes open for new
plants and special offers.
We hope you enjoy your Spring gardening and should you have any queries,
do not hesitate to contact us at Roraima Nursery. Be it in person, online or
by phone, we will do our very best to look after you and your gardening
needs.

Happy gardening,
From all at Roraima Nursery

